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Toby and | spend 2-3 hours a
day in dog parks. It's my new
nature walk and meditation
time, having left the beautiful
Kingdom of La Mancha, where
Toby and | ran free in nature
with the foxes and wild animals.
Now Toby is a rare and
interesting breed, a Manchester
Terrier. It is doubtful you'll ever
see one unless you go to a dog
show. He is a beautiful alpha
terrier as well, which means he
bristles with energy. He looks
and acts like a tiny Doberman

Pinscher, just 12 inches high, and people want to know about him.

Accordingly, someone asks me about Toby almost every time | go to the dog park. And
there must be something about me, because four or five times a week | find myself in
conversations about life with random Houstonians, our only common ground being this

particular dog park.



Ten days ago a
young woman was
sitting next to me
reading a book.
Toby began
pestering her dog to
play, and we were
observing this
together and
chatting when she
began to speak in
earnest. Within five
minutes | learned
that she has been
going to churches,
randomly, hoping
someone will tell
her what this guy
JESUS, whom she

has been hearing about her whole life, actually said.

She used the word “actually.” She said she just wanted to know what Jesus ACTUALLY
said. Actually was this young woman’s word, and she said it a lot. She could tell she was
getting a bunch of bullshit about Jesus at churches. She was reading bits of the gospels
and she could feel that something was off. She had this idea that for some reason, getting
at what Jesus actually said was this enormous and difficult task. And she was getting
frustrated.

My eyes dropped to the book she
was holding. It was a generic and
smarmy Jesus book; | could tell
that by the cover. Then I read the
title and groaned. It was written
by a guy who shits hallmark cards A
every Sunday morning in front of Ly ey
a live studio audience. You can | iy
buy his books at Costco,
Walmart, and in the foyer of his
church. It is the last church in the
city of Houston | would send her
to.

And it sits five minutes from our

dog park.
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| have to look away and wipe my eyes because they're filling with tears, and I'm worried
one might break free and run down my cheek. Before me is an intelligent woman in her
20s, and she is forming her inner world RIGHT NOW. Right here in front of me. And this
is the inner world that will take her all the way to her death, roughly half a century after |
die. This bright young soul wants to know, please, if the Man from Galilee had anything
to say that might help her navigate life in AD 2026.




And now I'm getting angry. | don’t want to talk about Jesus anymore. | was a pastor once
and | said all kinds of stuff about Jesus. | put in my time, God damn them. And that isn’t
cussing. I'm asking God to damn the Cult of Southern Evangelical Churchianity for not
doing its most basic job. Telling people the truth about Jesus.

So this particular "God Dammit" is a straight up prayer and does not count as cursing.
Ask any theologian; they’ll tell you.
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| tried to think of local pastors | trust, but I've been out of my minister network for over a
decade. | could only come up with one: a seminary buddy | haven’t spoken to in years.

Then Joyce seemed to lose some of her energy. She said she would probably just go back
to the church where she got the book, because someone said something about this class
or something that they have. Maybe she would just take that class or whatever it is,
probably just do that. She seemed settled in her mind about the Jesus stuff and turned the
subject to something else, something she was more interested in anyway.

| couldn't hear her because | was imagining her pulling into a giant parking lot, exiting
her car and surging forward with the crowds into the carnival atmosphere of this
particular megachurch. Every liturgy, every prayer, every song, and every blessing will
assure her that Jesus is her boyfriend, and he will shower her life with material blessings



now and later in heaven if only she shows faith. Faith as defined by the man who wrote
the book in her hands.

She’s too smart to fall for it, but that’s
the problem. After a few weeks of
trying she will leave, and that will be
it for her and Jesus. She will never
know the truth about what he taught
and thought and felt and believed in.
And that would be fine. Except SHE
WANTS TO KNOW. Her tender
curious soul wants to know what
Jesus had to say.

Of course she does.

And | knew in that moment there was
no way | could...not get involved.
My SELF, my ME, my SOUL, Gordon
could not NOT get involved. Oh |
wanted to not be involved. So badly |
wanted it. But | knew there was no
way | was going to be able to not.

So instead | said this quietly to
myself.

God Dammit. | guess it's gonna have
to be me.
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% THE NEW HOPE CHURCH

FOYER GIFT SHOP’

YOUTH

PASTOR
FOYER! — SEND AWAY FOR MIRACLES!* APPROVED!
B Actual spiritual formation sold separately.
DAILY BREAD 9 TESTI-MINTS SAVIOR STRIPS
MIRACLE TOASTER S JESUS BANDAGES
g . ¢ Powerful —_—
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o ¢ Powerful scrapes, and
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$49.99 $3.99 §4.99
plus S&H per tin box of 20
LIGHT OF THE @ JESUS HATES IT @ JESUS SAVES
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5 . i ¢ Now with
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=27« Windproof. and eternal sanctification.
Faithproof. regret.
$12.99 $9.99 $19.99
ARMOR OF GOD WALK WITH HIM
ACTION SET JESUS SHOES s
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. for hard nights. the ankle.
¢ Poseable o
piety! ¢ Hypoallergenic . :;';,-SIIP
¢ Includes e '
plastic sword ¢ Unisex
of the Spirit. miracles.
$24.99 $39.99
END TIMES o Be ready—
PREP STARTER KIT or at least
2 look ready.
¢ Includes
water, TP,
and hope.
§39.00
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(Sanctification, if any) i
ITEED. ALL SALES FINAL

* SAT/SFACT/ON GUARANTEED Y  SATISFACTION NOT GUARAN

*Miracles not consistently reproducible. May result in nominal spiritual benefit in rare conditions, joy. or sadness urges to tithe.  **Not FDIC insured. Eternal

salvation not guaranteed. 1 Contents may vary in pattern, color, or fit in the perpetual scheme of things.
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T PUBLIC-RECORD TELEVANGELIST PRODUCTS, PITCHES, AND PROSPERITY GIMMICKS — SATIRICALLY PRESENTED.
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MIRACLE
PRAYER CLOTH

ROBERT TILTON

* Anointed by
the power
you can't see!

* Faith-activated
blessings!

* Yours for any
seed offering!

*+ TOUCH IT. BELIEVE IT. CASH IT. *

MIRACLE
SPRING WATER

PETER POPOFF
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* Spring water
prayed over
for real!

MIRACLE ¢ Cancel debt!

SPRING

DEBT
7 AT ER ‘WCEHAHON ¢ Clear bills!
E ’Nzof-' « Restore favor!

DRINK IN FAITH. DROWN IN DEBT RELIEF.

©  END TIMES
FOOD BUCKET
A BAKKER
* 60 servings
of survival!

» Meals for the

PI’F‘()ERP#:EE Rapture Left-
TRIBULATION! || Behinds!
A ] * Stockpile
LA salvation!

BE READY. STAY FED. BLAME SOMEONE. *

EMERGENCY
$8 MILLION APPEAL
e ORAL ROBERTS
| URGENT! |
| $8,000,000 |

THE CLOCK IS TICKING. SO IS THE DEBT. +

@  MINISTRY
JET CLUB

KENNETH COPELAND

* Join the Club. Fuel the Faith.
* Partner monthly.
* We fly. You win.

FAITH WITHOUT A JET IS DEAD. *

THOUSAND-DOLLAR
SEED

MIKE MURDOCK

¢ Your hundredfold
harvest
starts here.
¢ Obedience
is the
multiplier.
* Don't be
a loser!

THERE'S ALWAYS A RETURN :
ON WHAT WE TELL YOU TO GIVE. *

(5 ) G650 JET
FAITH FUND

CREFLO DOLLAR

* Rapid-response mir;istry.
* Kingdom-class comfort.
* Your seed fuels the flight.

SOW BIG. FLY HIGH. PREACH HIGHER. +

MIRACLE CRUSADE
HEALING LINE

BENNY HINN

* Call now!

* Don'’t miss
your miracle!
* Lines are open

for a limited
anointing!

ONE CALL COULD CHANGE NOTHING. *

DEBT CANCELLATION
ANOINTING OIL

MORRIS CERULLO

¢ Anoint your bills.

* Break the curse
of owing.

¢ Financial
freedom by
application!

'@  FALCON 7X
FOR JESUS

JESSE DUPLANTIS

* A jet worthy of the call.
* Takeoff powered by your tithes.
* Land wherever the Spirit leads.

i 4 NOT YOUR DADDY'S PULPIT. +

'@  RESURRECTION
SEED $1,144

PAULA WHITE

* Sow it! ) D
* Speak it! »
o Seed dreams J i A
; "
come back! ) \NT TODAY. COLLECT TOMORROW. +

| @  DEBT-CANCELLATION
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PROSPERITY IS THE MESSAGE.
ACCOUNTABILITY IS OPTIONAL.
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l NOT A FORM OF SPIRITUAL ADVICE.

MAY CAUSE GUILT, SHAME, POVERTY,
OR TEMPORARY JET ENVY.
RESULTS NOT GUARANTEED.

GOD IS NOT A COSIGNER.
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