


I discovered the 
fascinating history of the 
Manchester area Black 
and Tan, the oldest proto-
terrier breed left in the 
world, in 2025 when my 
dear Glenda gave me a 
Manchester Terrier for my 
birthday. His name is 
Toby. 

I wanted to learn the 
history of the breed 
because I fell in love with 
Toby. After a little time 
with Google I ran into a 
fascinating dead end. 
There are no histories of 
this breed, at least no 

books that show any evidence of having been seriously researched. The current wikipedia 
article lists two books, both recent, and neither of those quote 
any sources at all. 

As it turns out, no one has written a serious history of the 
Manchester Terrier, doubtless because the breed is not a 
popular one. I referred to the dog as a “proto-terrier” because 
the ancient Black and Tan from Britannia was perhaps eight-
hundred years old when 
the rising dog show 
movement in the 18th 
century began using the 
word terrier to describe rat 
killing dogs. The 19th 
century brought an 
explosion of terrier breeds, 
now engineered more for 
human enjoyment than for 
work. In the 1880s, dog 
show officials rebranded the 
classic Black and Tan as the 
Manchester Terrier so its 
name would match the 
other dogs with rat killing 
ancestry. 



It was an insult to the 
original breed, which 
would soon be extinct 
because of the new 
Manchester variety. It was 
also an insult to the 
breeders from Lancaster 
and other urban areas who 
were working on the same 
breed modifications and 
had dogs identical to those 
in Manchester. However 
unfortunate, that is how 
the name Manchester 
Terrier came to be. 

General dog books devote 
a chapter to the breed 
with a couple of 

paragraphs of history, usually suggesting the Manchester Terrier was developed by John 
Hulme for hunting rabbits as well as killing rats. These brief paragraphs always have a 
healthy, pastoral feel to them. One imagines a family man arriving home with a coney for 
the family stew pot. 

I’ve spent months combing through records and ancient books. Those sources tell a different 
story, a darker and more tragic one.  

To state it bluntly: the 
Manchester area Black 
and Tan was a 
specialized form of the 
classic British Black 
and Tan, developed in 
secret by wealthy 
breeders around 
Manchester, Lancaster, 
and other urban areas. 
Nobody was catching 
rabbits with the 
Manchester Black and 
Tans. The only purpose 
of the breed was to 
dominate the pre-
industrial wagering 
sport of rat baiting. 



Rat baiting rose to prominence when cultural energy shifted from the countryside to the new 
industrial urban centers. Men who once competed by turning two dogs loose on a rat 
infested barn and betting on the results now gathered in the cellars of taverns and watched 
professional dogs kill rats in a confined space known as “The Pit.” 

The Manchester style Black and Tan, as some called it, was a pure killing machine, 
physically and temperamentally. They were bred to abhor and instantly attack rodents and 
small mammals, while remaining family oriented and affectionate to humans. Although the 
original Black 
and Tans came 
in smooth or 
rough coats, the 
Manchesters 
were all of the 
smooth variety. 
They were a 
gorgeous sleek 
black, with 
erect ears and a 
reddish brown 
accents, 
including the 
classic pips 
above each 
eye. And they 
were whippet 
quick. 



By the 1850s, no urban gentlemen wanted an old fashioned Black and Tan. They wanted the 
sporty upgrade. By the year 1900, the original breed was extinct for all practical purposes, 
the only remaining evidence today being written records and a few black and white photos.  

They called the new breed “The Gentlemen’s Dog.” Gentlemen, in this context, was used 
rather as we speak of gentlemen’s clubs today. The men who created the early Manchester 
Black and Tans were anything but gentle. They kept their methods secret, and their breed of 
dog was so successful in the rat pits it lead to the 
banning of the sport in both the United States and 
England. 

How Did they Engineer the Manchester Black and Tan? 

The most truthful answer is that no one knows. The 
people making the variety did not write down their 
formulas, as far as anyone knows. There is no primary 
source from a breeder with notes and formulae. The 
topic of rat-baiting and other canine blood sports was 
popular, so educated writers of that era suggested that a 
cross was made between some form of the classic Black 
and Tan and a sight-hound, also known at that time as a 
Snap Dog. 



Sight Hounds are the fastest of all dog breeds. Greyhounds, Whippets, and Italian 
Greyhounds would have been commonly available to breeders around the year 1800. 
Virtually every book and article on the Manchester Terrier says that John Hulme bred a Black 
and Tan with a Whippet. They say that because the other modern books say that. It is not 
true. 

The most likely explanation is that John Hulme crossed a ferocious smaller Black and Tan 
with a gentle, tame-able Lurcher. Lurchers were homemade snap dog crosses, using all the 
varieties to achieve whatever the breeders wanted to accomplish. 

The body shape of the Manchester variety is evidence of a snap dog cross. That is all anyone 
knows unless new sources arise. 



What Happened Next? 

Once the sport was banned, the breed was mostly forgotten. After World War II there were 
only a handful of breeders and a dozen or two Manchester Terriers left in the world. Few 
people will ever see a Manchester Terrier apart from in dog shows, and there are precious 
few of them there. That is how close we came to losing the last remaining example of the 
ancient British Black and Tan, whose noble spirit lives on in all modern terriers. 

I believe the historic nature of this breed warrants a higher level of literary work and 
attention, and I don’t think anyone else is going to do it, so I guess it’s up to me. I intend to 
produce the first history of the Black and Tan, and release it as a series of comic books. 

It’s an odd choice, I know, but I’m doing it that way for my own reasons. Mostly because it 
sounds like fun. 

I intend to tell the story of this 
magnificent breed while getting to know 
my own Manchester Terrier, Toby. I am 
also going to show Toby as an owner 
handler at the fancy dog shows, though at 
this moment I don’t even know how you 
sign up for them. Toby is a puppy still. We 
have time to figure that kind of stuff out. 

I assume I’ll make all sorts of hilarious 
mistakes along the way. I don’t mind 
mistakes. They make for interesting 
writing. 



About My Approach 

Historical chapters will be documented and 
written like historical fiction, meaning where 
possible the people, places, and events are real. It 
is up to me to weave the facts into a narrative. 

For example, in the first issue, virtually everything 
is documented fact. The Three Tuns Tavern was a 
notorious den of rat baiting. Rat Catcher Bill was a 
real man from New York who was interviewed in a 
sporting magazine from the era. The infamous 
Spanish Swarm event happened, and the featured 
dogs in my story were real. Dart and Crib were the 

actual names of 
the dogs 
involved, and 
their descriptions 
were included in 
the original accounts. I gave Lucy her name, as the 
account I read only listed her breed and the terrifying 
details of the event. 

I have not yet found the exact year when John Hulme and 
his fellow breeders shocked the Dog Fancy world with the 
newly designed Black and Tan. They just started showing 
in “sporting” venues winning lots of money killing rats in 
the 1800s. There were no reporters allowed at these 
events, which 
by the mid 
1800s had 
become 
distasteful to 
most people 
and were 
eventually 
outlawed. 

Therefore we can only imagine what happened 
when the first generation of Manchester Black 
and Tans began dominating betting events in the 
industrial cities of 19th century England. 
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Coming Soon - THE ANCESTRAL GHOST! 
Voice Agency Comics Issue #13, chapter two in our Black and Tan history series.  

Charles Darwin posited the existence of an ancient canine (perhaps related to 
modern jackals) which was so easy to domesticate and such a powerful ally that 
it left its DNA in dog breeds from Siberia to Great Britain. This explains the 
common black and tan markings that arise in modern dogs independently across 
that entire region. 


